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INTRODUCING THE PH!LHARMONIC YOUTH CHAMBER PROGRAM

We are actively seeking new candidates to join us for the 2015-2016 Season. Auditions will take
place on Saturday, June 20, 2015, and a second date will be scheduled in the fall if space
remains. Please register online to receive an audition slot via preludeva.org until the new
Arlington Philharmonic website is unveiled.

The Arlington Philharmonic is pleased to announce the inception of the Arlington Philharmonic
Youth Chamber Program (APYCP), which it takes over from Prelude: The Arlington Youth
Orchestral Program. Current Artists-in-Residence of the Prelude Chamber Program Elizabeth
O’Hara Stahr and Wendy Olson Posner, along with Arlington Philharmonic Music Director A.
Scott Wood and professional musicians of the orchestra, will give our youth musicians
professional coaching during weekly rehearsals from October through May. APYCP is designed
for dedicated young musicians who are seeking a personalized approach to ensemble playing.
This close collaboration will ensure artistic quality and provide our student musicians with
unusual access to professionals of this caliber.

Highlights of APYCP

* Dedicated string players in grades 8-12

* Audition individually - apply at preludeva.org under ‘Join Prelude’
* Monday rehearsals, 7-9 PM, Oct-May

* At least three concerts per season

Other Program Features

* Instruction in chamber music techniques including ensemble leadership, sound
development, ensemble identity, style analysis, performance techniques, music selection,
and a refined sense of peer collaboration and communication.

* Three times a year, APYCP participants will give a dedicated recital-style concert featuring
the music they have prepared with their coaches. In addition, they may be invited to
perform in conjunction with Arlington Philharmonic concerts. Members may also be invited
to share their talents through community service performances or other civic-minded
events.

* Guest Artist Sessions: APYCP values the interaction and insight that comes from exposing its
young musicians to outstanding Guest Artists in the field. Guest Artists include professional
string quartets, solo performers, and even non-classical professional musicians.

* Audition feedback for all candidates: APYCP provides written feedback to all candidates on
their auditions, giving players a sense of their strengths and areas in which they could
improve. Candidates are always encouraged to take the feedback to private teachers to
enhance the educational benefit of the audition experience.
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Audition Overview and Requirements

Our initial auditions will take place on Saturday, June 20, 2015. We will hold a second round of
auditions in early September if we have not filled all available positions. Prospective candidates
should request an audition using the online application form at preludeva.org under ‘Join
Prelude.” An Audition Fee of $30 is due in advance to confirm registration (payable by cash or
check to Arlington Philharmonic; please put Youth Chamber Program in the memo line). The
audition will last approximately 15 — 20 minutes. Notification letters will be mailed within two
weeks of a candidate’s audition date. Written feedback from the audition panel will be included
in the mailing.

Student Skill Levels

We want to welcome and encourage any student grades 8 — 12 with an interest performing
chamber music to audition, but as a general rule, most musicians who have auditioned
successfully for APYCP are actively involved with private music lessons and music in their
schools. If they are playing the Suzuki repertoire, violinists will be working in Book 6 or beyond,
and the lower strings are equally as advanced (Book 5 or beyond), in addition to well-developed
reading skills and strong ensemble experience. However, these are broad summaries and it’s
important to note that young musicians advance at different rates for a variety of reasons.
There are always students playing material that is "advanced" without really mastering it and
others who are playing "less advanced" material, but who are very strong players.

Audition Repertoire for the APYCP

* Prepared Solo of the candidate’s choice, best representing the candidate’s abilities (one
movement from a multiple movement piece is acceptable).

* Prepared Excerpt is the first movement, Allegro ma non tanto, of Beethoven String Quartet
Op. 18, No. 4 (Violin | part for audition; Violin Il part is not accepted). Links will be provided,
if needed, upon submitting the audition form. Candidates will read this quartet with the
judges, who will interact with each candidate to assess his or her comfort level with the
small ensemble setting, his or her ability to take direction, and the candidate's ability to
make quick and appropriate musical adjustments.

* Sight reading additional ensemble excerpts with the judges is a possibility.

Membership Fee

A student’s $600 Membership includes regularly scheduled instructional rehearsals, dress
rehearsals, and scheduled performances. Membership also includes all fees associated with
guest artist appearances. Additional optional performance opportunities may arise during the
course of the season.

Please feel free to contact us with any questions at APYouthChamber@gmail.com. We sincerely
hope you’ll consider joining us next season!

The Arlington Philharmonic is a tax-exempt charitable organization under section 501(c)(3) of the IRS Code.



